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GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
As you read this, the deadline for lodging reservations at 
General Conference is very near at hand — June 1. If you 
do not have a reservation form, ask your pastor for one or 
write to the Convention Director. 
Many people who have sent in lodging and meal re-
quests have failed to indicate their travel plans. Please send 
this information to the convention director as soon as you 
can regardless of how you plan to travel. 
The first business session of Conference will be on July 3 
at 3:30 p.m. Registration will begin that same day at 9:00 
a.m. Those traveling by air should arrive at the airport by 
noon in order to register and take care of other concerns 
by 3:30. The final session of the Conference will conclude 
by noon in July 8. 
As of this writing, April 10, more than 200 people have 
registered. S o m e of the forms were not filled in ade-
quately. Even a bishop forgot to request lodging and 
meals! Please read every item carefully and fill in every-
thing that pertains to your situation. Remember that un-
less you request the linen package, your room will have no 
pillow, blanket, or linens. 
N o services will be conducted on the conference grounds 
on Sunday morning, July 4. Everyone is encouraged to 
at tend area churches. Af te r attending such services, it is 
anticipated that everyone will return to the campus for the 
noon meal. In this way prompt at tendance at the large 
Fellowship Rally at 2:00 p.m. will be assured. 
Very few requests have been received for exhibit area. 
Much good space is available in a choice location. Please 
forward any request to the convention director. 
For more information contact Paul Hostetler, Conven-
tion Director, Gran tham, Pa . 17027. Phone 7 1 7 - 7 6 6 -
2621. Office Phone, 7 1 7 - 7 6 6 - 2 5 1 1 . 
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Visit Nappanee 
The Nappanee and the Union Grove congregations 
along with Evangel Press invite conference bound and /o r 
returning travelers to stop in Nappanee. 
This is an opportunity to visit the denomination's 
publishing headquarters and one of the Christian Light 
Bookstores eleven retail stores. The Nappanee congre-
gation offers the use of the church parking lot for campers 
and the lawn for tents for an overnight or weekend stay. 
Electrical outlets will be available as well as the church's 
facilities. 
Nappanee is on U.S. 6. It is about 12 miles north of 
U.S. 30 and 22 miles south of the Elkhart interchange of 
the Indiana Toll Road (Indiana 19). The Nappanee 
church is on Indiana 19, one mile north of the square in 
Nappanee. The Union Grove church is two miles north 
and five miles east of Nappanee. Nappanee is about 550 
miles f rom Harrisburg and 440 miles from Buffalo — 
about one day's drive from the Pennsylvania and Ontario 
church communities. 
If a Nappanee stop seems to fit your plans and you have 
interest in using the church grounds, drop a note to Mrs. 
Landon Charles, 408 West Walnut Street, Nappanee, 
Indiana 46550. Phone: (219) 773-7456 or 773-3164. Tell 
her when you plan to arrive and we will at tempt to be avail-
able to welcome you. 
Whichever suits your schedule the better — going or 
coming or both — plan to stop in Nappanee. 
A special invitation is extended to conference-bound 
travelers to worship at Nappanee or Union Grove on Sun-
day morning, June 27, (Sunday school at 9:30 and worship 
at 10:30 EST). The congregations are planning a carry-in 
dinner at the Nappanee church to which Conference 
travelers are invited. A note of your intent to share in the 
meal would be appreciated but not necessary. So, come, 
use the overnight facilities, worship and break bread with 
us, and leave when you must. 
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Editorial 
Realism and Tradition 
W H E N W E observe Mothers ' Day and Fathers' Day, 
Children's Day and Family Week in the traditional 
manner we have very clearly ignored a sizeable segment of 
our society and of our church membership. It is easy to 
make assumptions in this area of ministry that will not 
stand up under scrutiny. 
One Household in five consists of a single person. One 
household in three consists of two persons. Nearly 35 
million households consist of one or two persons only. 
These statistics reflect a number of influences at work 
in our society—the effects of divorce, the death of a mate, 
the postponement of children, the increased recognition of 
the integrity of singleness, the mobility of society result-
ing in grown children living at great distance from parents, 
and increased longevity. These are conditions existing in 
any congregation that reflects to any degree the com-
munity which it is a part. 
Whatever the reason, this is a fact with which the church 
must reckon. If we continue to write and teach and preach 
as though every person was a member of the traditional 
family — two parents with three or four children still in the 
home — we will have ignored a high percentage of our 
audience. 
This is not a call to remain silent in our ministry to the 
family — parents and child — but it is a reminder that the 
needs of our members are diverse. If we are to minister to 
our communities the church will increasingly reflect the 
diversity of our society. 
The recognition of this diversity needs to be a congre-
gational concern in the total life of the church. It needs to 
be recognized beyond the appropriate preaching and 
teaching ministries. Acceptance is needed within the con-
gregation for each other — regardless of marital or family 
status. 
To a great extent the extended family of a past 
generation — several generations living in geographical 
proximity and in a familial relationship — needs to be re-
placed by the community of faith — the family of God — 
gathered in life and worship. 
I know of a situation where the family is removed by 
distance from other members of their extended family — 
grandparents, uncles and aunts. When the parents were 
preparing their will the concern for guardianship of the 
children was faced. The parents, I understand, seriously 
considered naming the congregation, with which they 
worshiped and of which they were a part, as the guardian 
of their children. 
The legality of such a proposal was not tested. My 
friends took the traditional approach. But the idea should 
not be ignored as unrealistic and novel. Should not the 
congregation become the new extended family for the 
members, the diversity within the congregation contribut-
ing to the wholeness of families and individuals? 
This calls for more than appropriate preaching and 
teaching and interest based activities. This could well be an 
expression of what Jesus meant when he spoke of those 
who did His will as His brothers and sisters, fathers and 
mothers. z 
From the Editor 
Sometimes we use this column to 
highlight articles which are in that 
issue of the Visitor — hopefully to 
whet the reader's appetite. Other times 
our subject matter ranges far and wide 
and includes items we did not for one 
reason or another include in the issue. 
This time the latter is the basis for this 
column. 
Two recent publishing efforts in 
which we as a denomination are in-
volved have had a good acceptance: 
Day of Disaster written by Katie 
Funk Wiebe is the story of Mennonite 
Disaster Service written on the occa-
sion of its 25th Anniversary. It is now 
in its second printing. Much of the re-
search for this volume was done by 
Norman Wingert. One of the remark-
able characteristics of this organ-
ization involving hundreds of people 
across United States and Canada, 
ready to go on a moment 's notice to — 
you name where — is that it has a staff 
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of one salaried person. That 's not only 
remarkable , that is almost unbe-
lievable! Nelson Hostetter serves as 
coordinator of MDS. 
The other publishing venture is 
Doris Longacre ' s More-with-Less 
Cookbook. A sell-out of the first print-
ing of 11,500 copies was already in 
sight before the April 3 release date. A 
second printing of 11,500 copies 
scheduled for May delivery is on the 
presses. Paper has been purchased for 
the third and fourth printings. 
Many Brethren in Christ women 
were involved in supplying and testing 
the recipies offered in the book. (I 
suspect some men were involved in the 
testing.) 
Both books are available through 
the Christian Light Bookstores — Day 
of Disaster at $1.95 and the cookbook 
at $4.95. 
The editor of the Wesleyan Ad-
vocate, George Failing, brought to the 
attention of his readers a letter writ-
ten to The Christian Century which 
will be of interest to Visitor readers. 
This letter was written by D. Ray Hos-
tetter, president of Messiah College, in 
reply to an article in the Century en-
titled "Can Evangelicalism Survive in 
the Context of Free Inquiry?" 
Dr. Hostetter writes that 
"Lloyd Averill essentially states that no 
such thing as a Christ ian university, built 
on either 'open ' or 'evangelical ' lines, 
exists today. I agree with that conclusion 
and, moreover, applaud him for pointing 
out t ha t alt col leges and univers i t ies 
(secular or religious) have a doctr ine to 
which they are commit ted . They take 
stands on values and morali ty even when 
subscribing to a bias of philosophical 
neutrality . . . The idea of a university 
( f rom Latin universus, meaning "who le" ; 
the plural suggests "al l toge ther") is best 
achieved as all knowledge, f rom whatever 
sector, is brought to be examined in unity. 
A Christ ian university may best approach 
the ideal of the university as it makes a 
fresh commi tment to wholeness and to a 
coherent center of t ruth. Mos t secular 
universities of today, in contrast , are hope-
lessly f ragmented and pluralistic to the 
point of meaninglessness." 
Well stated, Dr. Hostetter! 
In conclusion we use this column to 
correct an error which slipped into the 
March 25 issue. The wedding date 
given in the biographical sketch of 
Rev. and Mrs . Char les Burgard 
should have read August 27, 1960. 
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God's Cal l to Your Family 
Leighton Ford 
I N T H E BIBLE, evangelism is very 
much a family affair. Salvation itself is 
family oriented. The best definition I 
know of a Christian is: one who 
through the new birth has God as his 
Father. Adoption into God's family is 
the highest blessing of the Gospel! By 
faith we are justified, and justification 
is a legal idea, and sees God (cor-
rectly) as Judge. But adoption is a 
family idea and sees God as Father! 
This is especially exciting to me 
because I myself am an adopted child. 
I have always been thankful that my 
parents chose me to be their own: they 
didn't have to — but they did — and 
God has done the same. 
British Theologian J. I. Packer 
points out that being God's adopted 
children should control our whole life-
style. We are to imitate the Father, 
Jesus said, Loving our enemies as our 
Fa ther in heaven does (Mat thew 
5:440- We pray to "Our Father in 
heaven ," knowing He is always 
available (Matthew 6:9). We walk by 
faith because we believe our Father 
anticipates our needs and will supply 
them. (Matthew 6:250- Earth is the 
place where God wants us to bear the 
family likeness of His Son (Romans 
8:280 and heaven will be a grand 
family reunion! 
The family was a high priority in 
God's purpose as it unfolded. In the 
Old Testament the family head would 
pledge allegiance to the Lord for his 
household: "As for me and my house 
we will serve the L o r d " (Joshua 
24:15). 
Through Jesus, God zeroed in on 
the family. The Savior came to bless 
the world and was introduced through 
two faithful families (Luke 1 and 2). 
Jesus and His disciples used homes — 
Mar tha and Mary's, and Zacchaeus' 
— as headquarters to reach and teach. 
(5:29, 10:38, 9:12). Home life gave 
Him many of His best illustrations. 
. . . His parable of the friend who 
comes at midnight . (Luke 11:5). 
Concern for family life comes through 
This is a condensation of the closing address at the Continental Congress on the Family which met in Saint Louis, Mo., in the fall of 1975. 
4 
clearly in what He teaches about 
divorce (16:180 and about blessing 
children (18:15) or causing them to 
stumble (17:10-
Yet Jesus also makes clear that 
there is a higher allegiance, that loyal-
ty to the Father takes first place even 
over family ties! His Father's business 
was top priority in His own life, 
though He willingly submitted to His 
parents (2:410-
Discipleship involves a personal 
faith and commitment. As Corrie ten 
Boom says, "God has no grandchil-
dren." The problem here is shared by 
the Christian home and the Christian 
church. It 's fairly simple to get chil-
dren or church members to identify 
with the faith of their parents or some 
person they admire. But what God 
desires and what we seek are children 
and church members who will inter-
nalize their faith until it's really theirs. 
What we want is not job proselytes or 
semi-converts, but disciples who 
follow Jesus as Lord. 
To this cause the "spiritual solidari-
ty of the family" is an ally, not an 
enemy. "The promise is to you and 
your children said Peter (Acts 2:39). 
As a Christian parent, I can claim 
God's promise on behalf of my chil-
dren — believing, even when the 
b l o s s o m s or f r u i t h a v e n ' t yet 
appeared, that God intends to call my 
children to himself! But this faith is 
meant to spur me as a parent to my 
spiritual responsibility, not to leave it 
to God or others. 
As a Christian parent, I have to ask 
myself: Do I realize that in God's plan 
my wife and I are to be the first evan-
gelists of our children? That I have no 
greater priority? Billy Graham has 
cautioned my wife and me several 
times not to try to win the world and 
lose our own children. 
Do I realize how crucial it is that my 
wife and I model the gospel in our 
relationships in the home? A child 
learns through watching the behavior 
of his parents. He sees love and justice 
and mercy "dramatized" — or he 
doesn't and that 's what gives telling 
force to the words and teaching he 
hears. 
Do I as a parent teach my children 
in God's ways. This doesn't mean that 
I am to preach sermons at my chil-
dren all day long. My conversation 
and teaching about Christ should grow 
naturally and constantly out of all that 
we do. 
Do I as a parent try to isolate my 
child from the evil influences of the 
world, or to immunize him? Certainly 
there are blatantly evil influences from 
which 1 must protect them. But I also 
need to be aware that my children will 
be under these influences whether I 
like it or not, so talk about these 
things and prepare them to confront a 
world which lies in the evil one. 
Among the first Christians one of 
the mos t i m p o r t a n t m e t h o d s of 
spreading the gospel was by the use of 
homes. The book of Acts shows us 
homes being used for informal evan-
gelistic encounters, for meetings 
planned to hear the gospel and for fol-
low-up of inquirers. They had no radio 
or TV, no church buildings to men-
tion, no printing presses — but they 
knew how to use their homes. Today 
an evangelistic breakthrough is taking 
place in the growing use of homes all 
over the world." 
But let's be quite clear on this: The 
most important thing a Christian 
home can contribute to evangelism is 
its quality of life! God isn't calling us 
first to offer our homes as mini-
auditoriums for evangelistic meet-
ings. The first thing he wants is for our 
homes to be a demonstration of trans-
formed relationships! 
I shall never forger the Taiwanese 
student in Canada who told me, 
"something puzzled me about the 
Christian homes I visited in Canada . 
No matter how many members there 
were in the family, there was always 
one more! They were always talking to 
this unseen person, at meals and other 
times, and I could see the difference — 
love — something I had not experi-
enced in my home in Taiwan. I wanted 
what they had and I found it was the 
Lord Jesus Christ. That 's why I 'm a 
Christian now!" 
Our homes are not meant to be 
jealously guarded, but to be lovingly 
offered in the service of Jesus, and of 
our lost and lonely neighbors. Only as 
we are willing to lose our homes for 
Jesus' sake, do we find them. 
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TM Will It Improve Your Christian Life? 
James Pankratz 
Transcendental Meditation is a 
natural spontaneous technique 
which allows each individual to 
expand his conscious mind and 
improve all aspects of life. 
The posters carrying that promise 
seem to be everywhere. On the posters 
is the face of an Indian with long hair 
and beard, and with soft , sparkling 
eyes. H e is the Maharishi , the "grea t 
teacher ." H e and his followers bring a 
message of tranquility, creativity, and 
happiness, and during the last several 
years nearly half a million Nor th 
Americans have tried to improve their 
lives by using his technique. 
W h y ? W h y a r e p e o p l e t r y i n g 
Transcendental Meditat ion, talking 
about Transcendental Medi ta t ion, at-
tacking Transcendental Medi ta t ion, 
a n d d e f e n d i n g T r a n s c e n d e n t a l 
Meditat ion? W h a t is Transcendental 
Meditat ion? 
T M (as the movement is popularly 
known) is the common name for a 
movement which has several official 
organizations: International Medita-
tion Society, Spiritual Regeneration 
Movement , American Foundat ion for 
the Science of Creative Intelligence, 
and others. The message of all of these 
is the same. The technique which they 
teach offers everyone "sound physical 
and mental health, greater ability in 
action, a greater capacity to think 
clearly, increased efficiency in work 
and more loving and rewarding rela-
tionships with others ." 
If the offer sounds too good to be 
true, T M advocates point out that 
many of these results have been veri-
fied in scientifically conducted experi-
ments. T M publications are full of 
statistics to prove these claims. Thou-
sands of satisfied meditators are eager 
to testify that T M works. They insist 
that people who meditate need less 
sleep, are more rested, less anxious, 
less dependent on drugs and alcohol, 
work more effectively and creatively, 
and feel happier. Many meditators say 
that T M has t ransformed their lives. 
The technique which generates this 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n is s imple . T M is 
always taught in a series of seven 
steps. The first two steps are introduc-
tory lectures, advertised by posters 
and newspaper announcements , open 
to anyone, and free of charge. The 
next step, for those who are interested, 
is an interview with an instructor. This 
is followed by four sessions of per-
sonal initiation and instruction during 
which the meditation technique is de-
scribed begun, and discussed. When 
The writer is on the faculty of the Mennonite 
Brethren Bible College, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
In his work toward his doctoral degree he spent 
two years in India in research. 
these sessions conclude the initiate has 
become an official meditator . 
The most important step in this 
process is the initiation ceremony. The 
initiate comes to the T M center bring-
ing three pieces of sweet fruit , at least 
six fresh flowers, and a clean hand-
kerchief. These are the " g i f t " which 
must be presented at the initiation 
ceremony. After paying the initiation 
fee (currently about $125.00) the in-
itiate follows his instructor into a 
small and simply furnished room. 
The initiation ceremony begins by 
presenting the fruit, flowers, and hand-
kerchief as an offering of grat i tude to 
the Maharishi ' s teacher Guru Dev 
(Divine Teacher), whose picture hangs 
in the room. The instructor then 
chants a Sanskri t hymn which ex-
presses grat i tude to all the gods and 
great teachers who have passed the 
knowledge of this technique to man-
kind for hundreds of generations. 
Af te r this the instructor asks the in-
itiate to repeat a simple Sanskri t 
word, a mantra . This mant ra is the 
special formula which this initiate will 
use when meditating, and it is not to 
be disclosed to anyone else. 
Once the initiate has learned to 
pronounce the mant ra properly, he is 
told to close his eyes and repeat the 
mant ra without moving his lips or ton-
gue. This helps the mant ra to become 
a natural part of the meditator . The 
mant ra is important as a means of 
helping the meditator to relax. The 
Maharishi teaches that each mantra is 
important for its sound, its vibration, 
and not for its meaning. Each per-
son's consciousness pulsates with a 
particular rhythm, and it is the re-
sponsibility of the instructor to detect 
the rhythm of each initiate and then to 
select a mant ra which will pulsate with 
the same rhythm. 
As the meditator relaxes by using 
the mantra , he is told to allow his 
mind to roam freely, to think and to 
remember whatever comes to mind. 
The process should be natural , auto-
matic. Whenever the meditator 's mind 
returns to the conscious level (when he 
becomes aware that he is meditating) 
and he is tempted to try to force his 
mind along a specific line of thought , 
he is taught to repeat the mant ra again 
to relax his mind and to allow it to 
move freely to other thoughts and 
memories. The meditator is told to use 
this technique twice a day for about 
twenty minutes each time. 
Af ter this initiation ceremony the 
meditator returns to his instructor 
three more times for discussions of his 
experiences while meditating. Af ter 
these sessions he may return occa-
sionally for "checking," or he may, 
after many months of meditating, par-
ticipate in a training program for in-
structors. But essentially, after these 
sessions, he is a meditator . 
In a sense, that is all there is to T M 
— just a simple meditation technique 
which can be learned in a few lessons, 
and which can be practiced in two 
twenty minute sessions each day. And 
yet T M advocates say that this simple 
technique reduces heart and respira-
tion rates, stimulates creative brain 
activity, makes people less dependent 
on drugs and alcohol, helps to recon-
cile marriages, and makes anxious 
people peaceful. It does all of this, 
they say, because it allows people to 
follow their natural tendency toward 
happiness and self-fulfillment. 
The assumption behind this techni-
que is that people have the physical, 
emotional, and mental capacities to be 
happy and self-fulfilled, and are un-
happy only because they do not utilize 
their potential. T M leads to self-ful-
fillment because it provides an easy 
and sure way to release human poten-
tial. 
And that suggests the goal of T M . 
Unlike many meditation systems, T M 
is not intended as a means of with-
drawal f rom society. On the contrary, 
T M ' s purpose is to "fit people for 
act ion." Tha t is why the supporters of 
T M emphasize the practical results of 
meditation. For them the proof of T M 
can be found in the lives of thousands 
of satisfied and happy meditators who 
are deeply involved in normal social 
life. 
Yet, despite the enthusiasm of thou-
sands of happy meditators, T M is en-
countering increasing criticism, and 
to page six 
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T R A N S C E N D E N T A L M E D I T A T I O N 
much of that criticism is coming from 
Christians. Some of the critics point 
out that TM is not unique as a system 
of meditation and relaxation. Similar 
techniques have been developed in 
nearly all the major religious tradi-
tions of the world, including Chris-
tianity. During the last few years 
scientists have developed similar 
meditation techniques for use in con-
trolled experiments. This criticism is 
not an attack on the results of medita-
tion, but it does seriously question the 
need for the rituals and secrecy which 
are part of TM. 
For Christians a serious assessment 
of TM must take into account the reli-
gious nature of this form of medita-
tion. The T M movement clearly 
claims that it is no threat to Christian 
faith; in fact, it claims that Christians 
who meditate will find that their 
C h r i s t i a n l ife will improve sig-
nificantly. Most TM advertising em-
phasizes that the movement is non-
religious, and that TM techniques can 
help people of all faiths to be better 
adherents of their own traditions. 
But TM, despite its supporters' 
protests to the contrary, is Hindu in 
origin, assumptions, and procedure. 
The Mahar ish i Mahesh Yogi de-
from page five 
veloped this meditation technique 
after living for many years as a disci-
ple of one of India's great religious 
leaders, Swami Brahmananda Saras-
wati. For six years after Swami Brah-
mananda's death Maharishi meditated 
and taught in India, but in 1959 he 
began to carry his message abroad. 
Since then he has traveled throughout 
the world establishing centers to teach 
TM. His movement is now strongest 
in the United States, and most of the 
leadership for the movement presently 
comes from the United States. 
Of course, TM cannot be dismissed 
simply because it originated in India; 
that by itself neither commends nor 
disqualifies the movement. The as-
sumptions of TM, on the other hand, 
are quite another matter. 
One of the fundamental premises of 
TM is that human unhappiness is the 
consequence of our failure to use our 
full potential. Our vast resources lie 
trapped within us because we are un-
aware of them and unable to release 
them. Our human predicament, in 
other words, is an internal one. 
Consequently the remedy which 
TM proposes is also an internal one. 
Through meditation we are able to 
move to more refined and subtle 
aspects of our being and draw on the 
mental, emotional, and spiritual re-
sources which are largely unused. TM 
literature frequently insists that the re-
sources which we draw upon to give us 
happiness are our own and come from 
within us. 
For the Christian, TM's analysis of 
the human predicament and its pro-
posed remedy is incomplete. Man's 
relationship to God, the concept of sin, 
and the conquest of death through 
Christ have no place in TM. All of 
these omissions amply demonstrate 
that while TM has a t tempted to 
remedy man's alienation from him-
self, it has ignored man's alienation 
from God. The Christian position on 
this issue is very clear: the funda-
mental human problem is man's alie-
nation from God. 
The technique which TM uses is 
explicitly Hindu. The initiation cere-
mony itself is referred to as "puja," 
the most common Sanskrit word for 
worship. The procedures which are 
followed are common steps in Hindu 
worship: footwear is taken off to show 
respect, an offering is made to express 
gratitude and dependence, and a hymn 
is chanted to acknowledge the great-
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On Being a Mother 
Mrs. Rhozinah Mpofu 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia 
(Mrs. Mpofu has served as secretary in the office of Bishop 
Kumalo since February 1975.) 
As I write here, I am just an ordinary and very simple 
mother of two. I was blessed by God (or should I say my 
husband and I were blessed) with a boy in 1972 and a girl 
in 1973. 
When I grew up, I observed my own mother's everyday 
activities as well as her behavior in general. I then finally 
concluded that my mother was just the type of mother I 
would like to be. She has been the comforter and the near-
est person to whom every member of the family could turn 
for help. I still thank God for the mother He gave me. 
Now that the time has come that I am a mother also, I 
am hesitant to say exactly how the members of my family 
see or feel about me as a mother. I have always stopped to 
think whether I really play my part well as a mother. What 
I have noticed and admit is that I have had some failures 
and some mistakes in running my home. I am sorry that I 
did them, but on the other hand I am grateful that I have a 
desire to do better from now on. I can also help another 
mother not to do the same thing before she also blunders. 
During the week I get up in the morning and prepare 
breakfast for the family and dress the children before leav-
ing for work. I am at work by 8:00 a.m. and finish at 5:00 
p.m. A girl takes care of the children during the day. From 
work I go to evening school which lasts for two hours. 
About 8:00 p.m. I arrive home to find the family anxiously 
waiting for me. Sometimes they have already had their 
supper. After supper we converse for a while and then we 
have our evening prayers. Various members of the family 
take their turns leading the prayers. After work at 12:00 
noon on Saturday, I do the laundry, clean the house and 
work in the garden. Sunday is our family day — going to 
church in the morning and spending a pleasant afternoon 
together. 
I am trying my level best to teach my children certain 
things that I think are necessary that they should know 
and practice. At times I have thought that maybe they 
need me for a longer time than what I give to them. But 
then I feel it is just as important that I work and help their 
father so that we can give them what they need. We are 
planning and saving so they can have a good education. 
But above all these things, the most important part I can 
play in my home is being a mother (a real mother) who 
loves, helps, disciplines, teaches and comforts. I need to be 
the strong pole on which every member of the family can 
lean. In order for my husband to be a faithful and honest 
man among the people, he needs a faithful and honest wife 
who can encourage him in the right way. For my children 
to grow in the Lord's will, they need a strong Christian 
mother who can teach them by word as well as by good 
conduct. I will fail in my own strength, but in the strength 
of God, I can carry out my duties in confidence. I pray that 
the Lord will help me to keep humble and let Him lead and 
I follow. He can show me what is necessary and im-
portant, and those things to leave undone. 
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Religious News 
Crusade in Cairo Possible 
Billy Graham Reports 
Evangelist Billy Graham announced in 
Seattle that he expects to preach in Cairo 
next year if an adequate site can be ar-
ranged. 
Mr . Graham told newsmen that the 
Egyptian government has approved such a 
crusade with the restriction that it be held 
on "neut ra l" ground. The Coptic Cathe-
dral in Cairo is a possible site, he said. 
The evangelist arrived in Seattle shortly 
after the grand opening of the Seattle 
Kingdome, the S47 million domed stadium 
where his May 9-16 crusade will be held. 
He had a "sneak preview" of the facility 
which seats 55,000 for football and 80,000 
for other events. 
" I do not ever expect to fill i t ," he said. 
" I f we did, it would be extraordinary." 
Revised Living Bible To be Published in '77 
A "thorough revision" of the best-sell-
ing Scripture paraphrase, The Living Bi-
ble, will go on sale next year, according to 
its originator, Dr. Kenneth Taylor. 
T h e p res iden t of T y n d a l e H o u s e 
Publishers, which was founded in 1971 to 
distribute the paraphrase, reported on the 
planned revision at a dinner of United 
Methodist Men of the Cincinnati District. 
Dr. Taylor said three problems with the 
current version have led to the revision — 
literary style, possible inaccuracies, and 
the "frankness that there is in the origi-
nal" Hebrew, which he tried to reflect in 
The Living Bible. 
The paraphraser noted that the Eliza-
bethan English of more traditional Bible 
translations also used what was con-
sidered strong language for their time, and 
that biblical curses were intended to sound 
crude. 
Dr. Taylor said the biggest criticism he 
has had regarding The Living Bible comes 
from people who do not understand what a 
paraphrase is. He explained that it is a 
translation "thought for thought, not word 
for word." 
Despite its critics, The Living Bible has 
sold some 18 million copies and returned 
more than $15 million in royalties in the 
past five years to the Tyndale House 
Foundation for use in mission work. 
Among other things, the money has been 
used to translate the book into 100 foreign 
languages. 
Leaders Ask Congress To Make 
Food a "Fundamental Right" 
T w e n t y - s i x n a t i o n a l l y p r o m i n e n t 
religious leaders, including Dr. Billy Gra-
ham, have signed a broad-based appeal 
asking Congress to adopt a resolution that 
would make the right to food a funda-
mental point of reference in U.S. policy 
formation. 
The Right-to-Food Resolution was in-
troduced in the Senate last September by 
Mark O. Hatfield (R.-Ore.) and in the 
House by Donald M. Fraser (D.-Minn.). 
The statement was released by Bread for 
the World, a Christian citizens' move-
ment that organized support for the resolu-
tion through a nationwide "offering of 
letters" in the churches. Bread for the 
World estimates that 200,000 letters back-
ing the resolution have reached members 
of Congress since mid-November. 
The resolution, as a concurrent resolu-
tion, has no legal force but its proponents 
argue that it would lay the groundwork for 
efforts against hunger that are far more 
comprehensive and effective than at pres-
ent. These efforts, they say, would em-
phasize self-help development and the in-
creasing of food productivity among the 
rural poor of the least developed nations. 
Don't Fund New Prison Construction, 
Brethren Aide Urges House Unit 
The Church of the Brethren General 
Board has asked a House appropriations 
subcommittee to "reject entirely" any 
funds requested for new prison construc-
tion by the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 
David R. Eis of North Manchester, 
Ind., program director for a prison reform 
agency called PACE (Public Action in 
Correctional Effort), based his testimony 
to the subcommittee on the denomi-
nation's 1975 annual conference state-
ment on criminal justice reform. It recom-
mended that "pr ison populat ions be 
reduced instead of building new prisons." 
Prisons have "failed to reduce crime in 
this country, and in fact, may help to in-
crease it ," Mr. Eis said. "As a person who 
works daily with prisons and prisoners," 
he added, he has seen inmates move from 
an "initial anger at the person or persons 
who sent them to prison to anger at prison 
officials for keeping them there, and to 
anger at society as a whole for allowing 
and even promoting such inhuman treat-
ment ." 
Fuller Seminary President Warns 
Of Forcing "Inerrancy" Cleavage 
Narrow definitions of the term "evan-
gelical" and the shibboleths demanded by 
some concerning biblical inerrancy or in-
fallibility threaten to divide the evangeli-
cal community worldwide, the president of 
Fuller Theological Seminary said in a pre-
pared chapel address April 8 at the semi-
nary. 
Dr. David A. Hubbard, responding to 
charges in the new book, The Battle for the 
Bible, by Christianity Today Editor 
Harold Lindsell, said Fuller Seminary has 
one goal: " . . . as a graduate institution for 
the training of Christian leaders to be fully 
loyal to God's Word, God's Son and God's 
people and to be keenly aware of the needs 
of the world in our time, as God gives us 
wisdom and grace." 
In his message to most of the school's 
1,183 students delivered on his 48th birth-
day, the seminary president stressed 
Fuller's desire to look ahead to the chal-
lenges of meeting today's needs. The fun-
damentalist-liberal battles are more a 
matter of history than of living reality and 
positive results can flow from scholarly 
examination of the processes by which 
God gave the Word, he said. 
Dr. Hubbard called for increased 
evangelical participation in the frontiers of 
learning. 
"The purpose of our scholarship is not 
to destroy but to build up," he said. " I t is 
not to lay bare the humanity of the Bible 
but to expose the way in which the Spirit of 
God used the humanity of the Scripture in 
order to bring us his t ruth ." 
He said his greatest concern is not that 
Dr. Lindsell's book criticizes Fuller Semi-
nary but that its "inadequate and unbibli-
cal view of Scripture will divide our evan-
gelical fellowship worldwide." 
" I t would be boorish for us to rehearse 
our credentials," he said. " W e need only to 
be reminded that it is not enough to brand 
ourselves evangelical. We must be about 
our evangelical tasks." 
New Lindsell Book 
Sees Bible Inerrancy 
As Theological Watershed 
Does the Bible speak authoritatively on 
matters of history, geography and science 
or only on matters of salvation, history 
and doctrine? 
The Battle for the Bible, a new book by 
Harold Lindsell, released by Baker Book 
House, cites the issue as the watershed of 
the modern theological controversy and 
appeals for an " inerrant" view of inspira-
tion. The editor of Christianity Today 
magazine warns in the book that those who 
hedge on the doctrine of absolute biblical 
trustworthiness on history and the cosmos 
as well as matters of faith inevitably move 
away from orthodoxy. 
Dr. Lindsell names people and insti-
tutions who, he says, have watered down 
the inerrancy view of the original "neo-
evangelicalism" which, a generation ago, 
placed new emphasis upon the application 
of the gospel to the sociological, political 
and economic areas of life. 
His exposes in The Battle for the Bible 
center on such agencies as the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, the Southern 
Baptist Convention and, with particular 
emphasis, on Fuller Theological Semi-
nary where the author served with the 
founding faculty. Fuller Seminary's stand 
on the inspiration of the Bible is, the 
author charges, less than adequate. 
"Any institution that departs from be-
lief in an inerrant Scripture," he says, "will 
likewise depart from other fundamentals 
of the faith and at last cease to be evan-
gelical in the historical meaning of that 
term. This is the verdict of history." 
Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, president of 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in 
Wenham, Mass., has written the foreword 
to the book scheduled for release April 6. 
U.S. Birth Rate Drops 
The birth rate in the U.S., dropped in 
1975 for the fifth consecutive year, accord-
ing to a report by the National Center for 
Health Statistics. 
There were an estimated 3,149,000 live 
births in 1975, a drop of 1 percent from the 
3,159,958 births in 1974. 
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"I have completed my first year as Visiting Lecturer in English at the city 
college in Shimonoseki," reports missionary Marlin Zook. "It is a four-
year college with about 1,000 students. Really, there is a wide open field 
for people who are qualified in teaching English. Students are open and 
searching. We need more workers." Marlin and Ruth Zook have been in 
Japan since 1963. 
What Is Your Thinking About God? 
w H A T DO Japanese young people 
think about God or about religion? I 
have read books and talked with peo-
ple who are interested enough to come 
to church, but last year I had the 
opportunity to ask a group of college 
students this question. 
Some of the replies were an-
ticipated, but others gave me a real 
jolt. For example, "Certainly there are 
many people who believe in the ex-
istence of God and worship it ." (" I t"? 
1 had always been taught that God is a 
person.) But another student ex-
plained, " W e can worship many gods. 
And so we can worship nature too. 
This is called animism." This way of 
thinking is related to Shintoism. 
Of course, there are the world 
religions here in Japan, too — Bud-
dhism, Islam and Christianity — but 
Islam has little influence. So Bud-
dhism and Christianity (with their 
"Supreme Being" concepts) and Shin-
toism (with its worship of ancestors, 
nature and even the State) form the 
main religious base for Japan. Today 
these are being mixed and amalga-
mated as new religions take concepts 
from these "tradit ional" religions and 
mix them together in an attempt to 
find meaning. 
I asked the students, "Wha t is your 
thinking about God? Do you need 
God?" One fellow answered, "I don't 
believe that God exists. But when I am 
in a pinch, can do nothing for myself, I 
pray to God in spite of myself. Why? I 
don't know why." A girl described 
God as "an object that human notion 
has created." So she, too, thinks that 
"God is not in existence." But then she 
goes on to say that she finds " re l i e f ' 
when she prays to God and in the end 
she concludes, " I need God." 
Many of the students admitted that 
they had never before thought about 
God or religion. So very few could 
give a consistent view of God. I think 
that the following quote from one of 
the papers summarizes the feeling of 
most of the students: "Sometimes I 
feel contradiction, because I don't be-
lieve in God, but I believe in God." 
There were a few who thought that 
science or humanism was all that we 
needed, but these were in the minority. 
So in Japan today, there is a big 
vacuum. Students don't know what to 
think about God but they feel a need 
to have "something to rely on." One 
s tuden t says, " I th ink tha t the 
Japanese people don't understand 
rightly the concept of God and this is 
caused by the lack of education about 
God, particularly in childhood." 
What an opportunity before us! 
Here are people who want something 
to rely on, but are very confused as to 
what this "something" is. Some of the 
students felt that their concept of God 
is closer to the Christian view 
(especially the eternal and omni-
present characteristics of God) than to 
the traditional Buddhist or Shinto 
concept of God. 
Of the 110 students I had this 
semester, only two gave any indi-
cation that they were committed be-
lievers in any religion. One is a be-
liever in Tenrikyo, a new religion in-
fluenced much by Shintoism. The 
other student didn't say what he be-
lieved, but he was definitely educated 
in Christian thought. This leaves 108 
students that are uncommitted, stu-
dents who need "something to rely 
on" but have nothing. 
I gave my students another choice 
as a subject to write on: "Religion in 
Present-day Japan." Here again the 
students are not committed, though 
they often see the need for religion. 
Man "must depend on something. I 
think that this something is religion." 
But even while seeing the value of reli-
gion, they are not committed, " I don't 
need religion now." Another student 
said, "1 don't believe religion . . . but I 
have belief in my god." Another one 
says, " I don't believe religion, but I 
think that religions are useful in life." 
A few students were opposed to reli-
gion. "As far as I am concerned, I 
think that the role of religion is good 
for nothing." 
While a few denied the value of reli-
gion, many of the students felt that 
this is an individual matter, some-
thing kept to oneself. There were a 
number of students who expressed fear 
that religion will be used as a means of 
controlling or manipulating people. 
One girl expressed it this way: "The 
Midd le Ages , when C h r i s t i a n i t y 
dominated the world, is called 'The 
Dark Ages . ' " Many of the students 
used this kind of parable to express 
themselves and their fears. There are 
many, many reasons for this fear, 
some of them coming from the way 
Christianity entered Japan — being 
accepted by the ruling class and forced 
on the peasants. Another reason may 
be that some of the modern religions 
have their political arms. For myself, I 
wish they could find out the freedom 
there is in Jesus. 
As I graded these papers, I wrote 
replies to each student, encouraging 
them and sometimes making remarks 
that might help them think even more 
about religion. Also I am giving them 
a mimeographed "Response." 
I thank God that I have been given 
this teaching responsibility. The re-
plies of these students have taught me 
much. They have been so honest and 
open in stating their thinking. We have 
a wonderful message of freedom. They 
want something. We have that "some-
thing." But we cannot force what we 
have on them. They will take it from 
us only if they feel it is the real thing. 
They don't want preachers, they want 
" the goods." 
At this college I am working with 
Mr. Tojo, professor of economics, in a 
team ministry. Mr . Tojo is also 
pastoring our Shimonoseki church. 
Through prayer, join with us in this 
ministry to an open, hungry group of 
students. 




Inside the Bagmara church at the dedication 
service. 
T H R E E N E W church dedica t ions in 
one year, in one Brethren in Christ 
conference. Can you guess where this 
migh t be? T o na r row down the 
choices, it is not in the mother church 
in North America, but rather in the 
challenging and sometimes disturbing 
Third World. I 'm referring to three 
new church buildings we saw before 
leaving India in mid-1975. Each build-
ing has an interesting story behind its 
development. 
BAGMARA — This village is the 
home of evangelist Barnabas Minz, an 
energetic Uraon who has a real gift for 
communica t ing the love of Jesus 
Christ to his fellow tribals. Here, too, 
has been the unusual happening of 
S h a r m a s (caste-conscious Hindus) 
accepting Christ, being baptized, then 
joining the fellowship of this Uraon 
tribal group of believers. 
The church building itself is a real 
demonstration of the oneness found in 
Christ. At the time of its planning and 
construction, we were still in India. 
My husband encouraged the group to 
design and build their own church. 
Using a picture from a calendar as a 
model, they designed a simple yet very 
nice church. Then, Uraons and Shar-
mas together, they built it. When it 
was finished, they arranged the dedi-
cation program — again without any 
missionary supervision — from the 
cutting of the ribbon to the serving of a 
simple but delicious lunch afterward. 
As we participated in the program and 
Jim and Doris Cober are providing pastor leadership for the Heise Hill congregation (On-tario). 
then enjoyed the warm fellowship and 
refreshments, we felt that this truly is 
a growing maturing group of be-
lievers. 
GIDRAHI — Have you ever seen a 
preacher being gently pushed out of 
the church where he is speaking? Be-
fore you jump to any hasty con-
clusions, let me explain. The Santal 
group of Christians at Gidrahi had 
built a simple bamboo and thatch 
shelter that served as the Sunday 
meeting place for some years. On our 
first visit to this place in 1974, we were 
somewhat surprised to see several 
men, before the Sunday service, lift-
ing the north wall of the "church" and 
setting it to one side. There were so 
many people that they completely 
filled up the church, sitting close to-
gether on mats on the ground. Jim had 
to stand outside to preach! On several 
subsequent visits there, each time he 
had to stand further outside when 
preaching. As he told the smiling 
people, he was very happy to be 
"pushed out" of the church in that 
way! 
Before we left India in 1975, we 
were pleased to again visit Gidrahi and 
see the new brick building that this 
growing group of Chris t ians had 
erected. 
MIRZABARI — In 1973 I first 
visited this Uraon village with our 
family. For the Sunday worship serv-
ice, the women spread reed mats on 
the ground under the branches of a big 
tree. The sun shone hot, and the dry 
west wind blew a film of dust over us 
during the entire service. On another 
visit, one of the women brought us a 
plate of cold boiled sweet potatoes to 
eat before the service. It was the best 
they had to offer, and we accepted it 
with thanks. 
A bell is rung to announce the beginning of 
church services. 
Later, when these folks began work 
on their own church building, there 
were many difficulties and obstacles. 
Slowly the walls rose and the form of 
the church emerged. These villagers 
have little in the way of possessions or 
money, but at last they do have a place 
to meet where they are sheltered from 
the sun, wind and rain. This building 
too was dedicated before we left India 
in mid-1975. 
These three groups now have their 
own places of worship, but this does 
not mean they will have easy times 
from now on. Just the opposite is true 
— there will be times of testing for the 
groups as well as for the individual be-
lievers. Join us in praise for these 
Christians and their new churches. 
And pray that the Bagmara, Gidrahi 
and Mirzabari centers will continue to 
share the Good News with their neigh-
bors. 
The Gidrahi congregation and their new build-
ing. 
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An Awareness of God 
Mahlon Fry 
Several bus tours are being planned 
for 1976. Dates include June 5-6, 
September 18-19 and October 2-3. 
Mahlon and Catherine Fry are hosts 
for these tours. For more informa-
tion, contact them at (717) 367-2468 
or 367-4728. Their address is R.D. 
1, Elizabethtown, PA 17022. 
A view of Spring Lake Retreat. 
A tour group stand beside the bus that brought 
them to Spring Lake. 
lenging their families and churches to 
a closer walk with the Lord. Many of 
them were stimulated to consider 
longer-term Christian service. 
People who came last year to the 
camp on the bus tours are challenged, 
wanting to become involved in the pro-
gram of Spring Lake Retreat in one 
way or another. As a result, families 
came to camp on their vacations — 
painting, plumbing, laying block, 
trimming trees or doing other work 
needing to be done at the camp. 
"No Excuse" Sunday 
Members of Northend Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, Portland, Oregon, have 
received in the mail a list "of the many 
things that will be done for t h e m " at 
church on "no-excuse-for staying-home 
Sunday." 
Cots will be placed in the narthex for 
those who say Sunday is their only day to 
sleep in, according to pastor Olin Nord-
sletten. 
Murine will be supplied for those with 
tired eyes from watching late Saturday 
night TV shows. 
Steel helmets for those who say the roof 
would cave in if they ever went to church 
. . . blankets for those who think the 
church is too cold . . . fans for those who 
say it is too hot . . . score cards for those 
wishing to list hypocrites present . . . TV 
dinners for those who can't go to church 
and cook dinner also . . . and finally, 
Christmas poinsettias and Easter lillies for 
those who have never seen the church with-
out them. 
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Fellowship Chapel, a stop on the tour "route." 
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Interior of chapel—Spring Lake Retreat. 
O N E T H I N G that stands out as I 
look back over the 1975 camping sea-
son at Spring Lake Retreat was an 
openness and hunger in both campers 
and counselors like I have never ex-
perienced in previous years. Coun-
selors came voluntarily and made 
recommitments to the Lord, con-
fessing their sin of indifference and un-
concern, and wanting to be at their 
best so God could use them to help 
campers. Campers made decisions for 
Christ and recommitted their lives to 
their Lord and Master. One of the 
campers expressed herself like this: 
"This (the day of her conversion) has 
been the greatest day of my life!" A 
few days later she asked to lead in 
prayer at our Bible study which we 
had for the new babes in Christ plus 
anyone else who wanted to learn more 
about God's Word. Most exciting was 
that this Bible study was on a volun-
tary basis. We furnished a number of 
campers with Bibles and Bible study 
books f rom the Christ ian Light 
Bookstore so they might continue to 
grow in the things of the Lord. 
It was a thrill for me to talk about 
God and the things of God through-
out the day to both counselors and 
campers. There was an awareness of 
God at camp. Some came volun-
tarily, expressing a need and asked 
how to become a Christian. 
Only eternity will reveal what influ-
ence Spring Lake Retreat has on our 
home congregations, on New York 
City, and the families from which our 
young people come. Campers went 
home bubbling with their new-found 
joy and anxious to tell their parents 
and friends. Counselors went home 
with wholesome attitudes in life, chal-
f 
Gospel team officers from left to right: Mary Rea, Robert Geiger, Margaret Helmuth, Todd Carter, 
and Danele Shipley. 
Messiah 's Gospel T e a m 
Alive and Well 
The Gospel Team program is one of 
long standing at Messiah College. In 
fact, volunteer groups have gone forth 
to minister in testimony, teaching, 
preaching, and song from the found-
ing of "Messiah Bible School and 
Missionary Training H o m e . " 
Many graduates of Messiah have 
fond memories of experience gained 
and Chr i s t i an growth a t ta ined in 
Gospel Team activities. Perhaps some 
may wonder if the urge to spread the 
Good News is alive and well on cam-
pus today. 
The answer is, "Yes . " A very strong 
" Y e s . " 
Around 175 dedicated young Chris-
tian men and women are involved in 
all kinds of ministries. They form 
teams which work together through-
out the school year on a given regular 
assignment. 
Every Sunday morning 23 teachers 
go to the S c o t l a n d S c h o o l for 
Veterans' children. This large team 
has a total of around 50, including 
assistants. A sizeable team also goes 
to the Elizabethtown Crippled Chil-
dren's H o m e each Lord's Day. 
Other teams with Sunday appoint-
ments help with the Christian edu-
cation program in a West Shore 
church, visit the senior citizens at 
Messiah Home in Harrisburg, and 
make personal contacts at the Harris-
burg State Hospital. 
As you can see, Sunday is a very 
busy day for many students. But 
things are buzzing on week days, too. 
A team makes regular visits to the 
Carlisle jail on 2nd and 4th Monday 
nights, holding a brief service and then 
engaging in personal contact with the 
guests there. On the 1st and 3rd Tues-
d a y s a n o t h e r t e a m goes to the 
Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg, to 
help unfor tunate men who have fallen 
on hard times. Also on Tuesdays, a 
team visits the patients at the Seidle 
Hospital in Mechanicsburg. 
Wednesday is a busy night, with 
four teams going out. One goes to the 
Elizabethtown Crippled Children's 
Home for more informal contacts 
than are made on Sundays, another is 
active in the area Young Life pro-
gram, a third cheers up the disadvant-
aged people of the Harrisburg area 
Aurora Club, and the fourth brings joy 
and song to the Odd Fellows Home. 
Thursdays and Fridays are the only 
days of the week when Gospel Teams 
stay on campus. Hopefully, they get 
their studying done then! On the final 
night of the week the activity involves 
a local Coffee House ministry. 
Now, even with all the above men-
tioned witnessing going on, members 
of the Gospel Team have been eager to 
do even more. And they have recently 
come up with some fresh ideas. 
New teams have been formed to 
spread the horizons of Gospel Team 
outreach in the following ways: prayer 
and praise letter-writing ministry, the 
avenue of Campus Radio, and a new 
"Church Ministry" which will be de-
scribed below. Another team is head-
ing a slide (pictures) ministry which 
will begin by this summer, and still an-
other team is involved in a drama pro-
gram which will begin the the fall. 
The Church Ministry program has 
many exciting possibilit ies. It is 
designed to provide programs for in-
terested churches within driving dist-
ance of Messiah College, and can be 
tailored to fit any age group. Teams 
will be happy to provide testimonies, 
songs, speeches, sermons, sing-alongs, 
children's messages, puppet shows, 
skits, pantomimes, etc., for all kinds 
of gatherings. 
An unusual multi-media production 
is being developed which will tell the 
gospel story in connection with the 
four seasons of the year. The presenta-
tion covers fall, winter, spring, and 
summer and ends with Christ return-
ing in the clouds. 
This group is available anytime 
during the school year. If enough re-
quests come in, they may make a 
small tour during the summer. For 
more information, write to Gospel 
Team, Box 771, Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027. 
Many people have noticed that the 
spiritual tone on campus is unusually 
good this year. The prayers and efforts 
of many people have helped bring this 
about. Certainly the host of students 
active in Gospel Team have done their 
share. 
The Bible's Authority 
What is the major reason why evan-
gelical Christians believe that the Bi-
ble is God's Word written, inspired by 
His Spirit and authoritative over their 
lives? It is certainly not that we take a 
blindfold leap into the darkness and 
resolve to believe what we strongly 
suspect is incredible. Nor is it because 
the universal church consistently 
taught this for the first eighteen cen-
turies of its life (though it did, and this 
long tradition is not to be lightly set 
aside). Nor is it because God's Word 
authenticates itself to us as we read it 
today — by the majesty of its themes, 
by the unity of its message and by the 
power of its influence (though it does 
all this and more). No. The over-
riding reason for accepting the divine 
inspiration and authority of Scripture 
is plain loyalty to Jesus.—Dr. John R. 
Stott 
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In the following article, Esther Byers reflects upon the 
experiences her family had through personal contacts with 
missionaries. Perhaps you or your family could "adopt" a 
missionary or missionary family. 
Sheryl and Cheryl 
Esther Byers 
A lively group of children, just dis-
missed from choir practice, gathered 
around the tables in anticipation of 
Junior Missionary Prayer Band. 
Leader Verda Moyer had a large 
curious envelope from which she took 
a card for each child. On these cards 
were pictures of a missionary or mis-
sionary family with a reminder to pray 
daily. Our daughter, Sheryl, came 
home quite excited to have her own 
missionaries. She proceeded to pray 
faithfully for them as she had ob-
served her older sisters, Brenda and 
Pam, doing. 
Be fo re C h r i s t m a s , Ve rda dis-
tributed already addressed Christmas 
cards to the children with instructions 
to write a letter to their missionary. 
With help, Sheryl wrote her letter and 
excitedly sent it on its way to India to 
the Harvey Sider family. The Siders 
responded with warmth. They sug-
gested that since they were the same 
ages it would be nice for our Sheryl to 
write directly to their Cheryl at Board-
ing School. The girls exchanged a few 
letters and pictures. The families also 
exchanged some letters and a warm 
friendship developed. 
The time came when the Sider 
family returned to Canada for a fur-
lough. During their missionary visits 
in the States they were scheduled to be 
at Souderton. We are eagerly an-
ticipating having the Sider family in 
our home. At the last minute sickness 
prevented Erma Sider and the chil-
dren from coming. However, we did 
have an interesting visit with Harvey. 
He talked about his family. As a result 
Sheryl prayed with renewed vigor. She 
now had a flesh and blood person to 
pray for instead of only a picture and 
letters. 
Occasionally we would talk about 
the Sider family after prayers at bed-
time. We would sometimes discuss 
what it meant for Cheryl Sider to be in 
boarding school and so many miles 
away from her mother and father and 
The writer and her husband are the pastoral 
team at the Souderton, Pa., congregation. 
brother, Steven. These discussions, 
along with the personal notes which 
Erma and Harvey wrote to Sheryl, did 
much to encourage the feelings of "her 
missionary family." 
During a later furlough Sheryl and 
Cheryl did meet at General Confer-
ence. As the girls got older they cor-
responded less frequently. However, 
the families continued to exchange 
Christmas letters. 
A visit with Harvey in our home last 
spring brought an invitation for our 
family to visit the Sider family in their 
new parsonage in Stayner, Ontario, on 
our way to Camp Kahquah in July. 
This we were able to arrange. As we 
were driving along, anticipating our 
visit, the children expressed a few 
anxieties about meeting Cheryl and 
Steven whom they didn't really know. 
As you would guess, much the same 
kind of conversation was going on in 
the Sider home. We arrived and were 
warmly taken into the Siders' home 
and into their hearts, as well. For our 
family it was a beautiful visit and one 
which became a learning experience in 
the joys of making new friends. 
I reflect upon this experience with 
gratefulness. I think of the lovely con-
tacts our family has had with all of our 
children's missionaries. These per-
sonal contacts have helped our family 
better understand missions and the 
missionaries who are representing 




The following Is the p roposed s c h e d u l e for Youth Activities at General 
Confe rence . Rev. Larry Martin, the Youth Pas tor of the Upland, California, 
church is the Director of Youth Activities. The approx imate cost of the 
activities for the week is $15. 
Saturday , July 3 
3:00-5:00 p.m. Registration for Youth Activities 
5:00 p.m. Cookout and Get Acquainted Activities 
9:00 p.m. Pra ise and Prayer 
Sunday , July 4 
The youth will part icipate in the activities p lanned by the Genera l 
Confe rence Program Commit tee . 
M o n d a y , July 5 
Visit Disneyland 
Tuesday, July 6 
10:00 a.m. Bible Quizzing 
1:00 p.m. Bible Quizzing 
7:00 p.m. Youth Rally—with the Daniel Amos music g roup 
W e d n e s d a y , July 7 
10:00 a.m. Bible Quizzing 
Afternoon—a variety of recreat ional activities is p lanned including 
swimming, softball, volley-ball, etc. 
Thursday , July 8 
10:00 a.m. Farewell Activities 
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Our Heritage Under God 
Celina J. Hess 
o N R A D I O and television they have 
the bicentennial speeches where some 
well-known person says, "200 years 
ago today, so-and-so did thus; and 
that 's the way it was." 
Well, here's one that goes farther 
back to our most important past. Two 
thousand years ago today, Jesus 
walked on this earth, healed people, 
spread God's message and did many 
other things, and that's the way it was! 
Two thousand years ago and yet 
God's inheritance is passed down to 
us. It doesn't stop with one person and 
all can have His heritage; not just one. 
Heritage — property that is or can 
be inherited, a tradition, etc., derived 
from one's ancestors or the past. 
God actually rules everything and 
started everything so, we have a herit-
age started and ended by Him, and it 
can go on forever. 
He gave us life. Each one of us was 
planned by God and when we were 
born, we also were able to have part of 
His heritage to us, and we are His 
heritage too. In Psalm 127:3 it states, 
"Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord, and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward." 
We are really God's property and 
He is our Father. That is, if we call 
God, Father and turn not away from 
Him. II Corinthians 6:18 tells us, 
"And I will be a Father unto you, and 
you shall be my sons and daughters." 
Can you imagine opening a paper 
some day and reading, "You are being 
notified of the heritage which has been 
willed to you; you are now the daugh-
ter of God!" Therefore, as his daugh-
ter, I inherit all God can give. 
In our life, even though when born, 
we can have part of God's heritage; he 
gave us the free will to choose. To say, 
No, to Him and turn away; or accept 
Him, say, Yes, and receive the full 
amount. 
As we are His, so God is ours. He is 
our heritage. Psalm 16:5 tells us, "The 
Lord is the portion of mine inherit-
ance . . ." Can you believe that? We've 
got the greatest president around! 
The Montgomery Christ's Crusaders sponsored an essay contest on the theme "Our Heritage Under God." The above article was selected as the winning essay. 
He's ours! He knows us each individ-
ually, and personally and loves us too. 
Could you ever inherit more than all 
of God's love? I ask you, does the 
universe of stars and galaxies end? 
Can you see where the wind blows? 
How many grains of sand are there? 
God and His love is more valuable 
than any antique on this earth. 
Did you ever hear of inheriting a 
friend? I've inherited one! He protects 
me, gives me safety, stands by me, has 
compassion, defends me and when I 'm 
down, He picks me up. In Isaiah 54:17 
we read, " N o weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee in 
judgment, thou shalt condemn. This is 
the heritage of the servants of the 
Lord." So, not only is God our Father, 
but a friend too. 
The Bible is part of our heritage. 
Psalm 119:111 states, "Thy testi-
monies have I taken as an heritage for-
ever, for they are the rejoicing of my 
heart ." And so it should be! The Bible 
has many of the things we need to 
know about in it. It, in essence can be 
our constitution. We can refer to it 
anytime and if we follow it, our reward 
can be great! It gives us the com-
mandments as law and shows us our 
bill of rights. 
It should be one of our prize 
possessions and owned with great 
pride and joy, just as if we inherited an 
article to cherish from someone we 
loved here on this earth. 
God dictated every word to His 
followers and workers and a lot went 
into it. I can think of a wooden jewelry 
box my Grandfather made that I have 
now in my room. I didn't inherit it; I 
bought it and it means a lot to me. He 
put work into it and it is a part of him 
I can remember him by. Well, we get 
the Bible free, as so many of the things 
God gives us. We don't pay God for 
the words and wisdom He gave us even 
though we may buy Bibles in stores 
now. God would only like us to see the 
way to accept Him. It is like a map of 
past lives and the right road for us to 
take is included. 
We've also been given a home. 
Could any one of us have bought a 
better, more beautiful home than the 
earth we live on? Even though we have 
tarnished it by past modernization and 
mistakes, it is still a wonder! Some-
time, just stop to look up at the stars 
and moon. Watch when the fresh 
green grass comes out; or a tiny bird in 
all its glory and freedom flies by. 
Drink in all the sunrises and sunsets 
you can and thank God for the home 
He made us. 
Psalm 104:24 sums it up when it 
says, " O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works; in wisdom hast thou made 
them all; the earth is full of thy 
riches!" 
Even though God is not bodily here 
with us, just as our ancestors of the 
past; He did not leave us as they. He 
has given us another reason to be 
grateful — His Spirit! He is always 
there and we will never be left alone. 
John 14:26 says, "But the Comforter , 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatso-
ever I have said unto you." 
The last and one of the greatest gifts 
I will mention that God gave us as part 
of our heritage, is eternal life! He gave 
us life in the beginning, continues to 
show His love throughout and then 
even gives us eternal life; a never 
ending life we can experience more 
and more of the joy and fullness of His 
presence. Part of the verse 23 of 
Romans 26 says, " . . . but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." And we also have 
that well-known verse, John 3:16. 
"For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 
I have in no way mentioned all of 
God's gifts to us as part of our herit-
age. I did tell of ones we should be 
thankful for and remember. They are 
part of God's heritage I cherish and we 
should all value. The life He gave us, 
being not only a Father, but also the 
best friend we could ever have and 
then being willing to be ours. Also in-
cluded are; His great love, the Bible, 
the land, His Spirit and most of all; 
eternal life! I 'm thankful and proud of 
God's heritage! 
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T R A N S C E N D E N T A L M E D I T A T I O N 
from page six 
ness of those being worshipped. The 
T M puja acknowledges the medita-
tor's dependence on several Hindu 
gods as well as on several important 
Hindu religious leaders throughout the 
centuries. 
Supporters of TM often try to 
minimize the importance of the initia-
tion puja, and yet no one is allowed to 
become a meditator without par-
ticipating in this ceremony. The cere-
mony implies that the power of this 
form of meditation is based on the fact 
that it has been passed down from the 
gods to man in an unbroken tradition. 
It is no mere invention of a twentieth 
century Hindu. 
In fairness to Maharishi it seems 
only right to say that if he wishes to 
acknowledge his dependence on his 
gods and on his teachers, we can 
hardly say that he does not know what 
he is doing. He is placing this tech-
nique firmly within the Hindu tradi-
tion, and in doing so he is simply being 
accurate. 
What this means for Christians 
should be clear. Christians cannot 
acknowledge their dependence both on 
Chr is t and on the Hindu deities 
Vishnu and Siva. Chr is t ians who 
attempt to do this have either of two 
results: either their interest in Christ 
diminishes as their interest in TM in-
creases, or, they give up TM as they 
experience the freedom and fullness of 
Christ. 
Although T M is incompatible with 
Christian faith, our rejection of it 
should not be so quick and so smug 
that we miss the importance of the 
popularity of this movement. People 
are attracted to it because it not only 
promises them peace and fulfillment, 
but also because it provides them with 
a means of achieving these goals. In an 
age of anonymity, speed, and psychic 
overload, a method of gaining tran-
quility is eagerly welcomed. 
W e C h r i s t i a n s h a v e l a r g e l y 
forgotten that Christ, who is our 
Savior and our model, spent a great 
deal of time praying, fasting, and 
being alone. We have lost the capacity 
to withdraw, to be quiet. Even our 
"quiet t ime" is usually filled with a 
bustle of activity; we read about God, 
we speak to God, but we rarely listen 
to God. 
The success of TM should make us 
all aware that there is a great need in 
our society, and that many people 
assume that Christian faith has no 
adequate response to that need. Our 
responsibility is to provide much more 
than a refutation of T M . It is to pro-
vide living evidence that the God of 
peace lives within us. 
Church News 
MISSIONS 
Ross and Roxena Nigh (pastor and wife 
of the Bertie, Ontar io congregation) are 
making a late April to mid-June visit to 
Africa. As a member of the Mennonite 
Central Commit tee and the Brethren in 
Christ Board for Missions, Ross plans to 
visit Zambia , Rhodesia and a number of 
M C C projects in Chad, Zaire, Swaziland, 
Lesotho and Botswana. 
Sharon Weisser 
Edith Miller and Sharon Weisser left for 
Africa on May 6, traveling together as far 
as London. Edith returns to her assign-
ment as headmistress of Macha Secondary 
School, Zambia , beginning her fourth mis-
sionary term. Sharon is beginning her third 
term as a missionary teacher, returning to 
Rhodesia. Her assignment has not been 
finalized as of this writing. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Record Attendance 
T h e G r a n t h a m O r a t o r i o S o c i e t y 
program at Messiah College on Palm Sun-
day attracted one of the largest crowds 
ever to convene on campus. The 250-voice 
choir plus orchestra performed Handel 's 
Messiah to a packed auditorium of some 
2,400 people. 
Directed by Dr. Ronald R. Sider, Pro-
fessor of Music at the college, the oratorio 
society presents Messiah every four years. 
Those in charge of parking the cars 
reported that over 700 vehicles completely 
exhausted all parking space available and 
spilled over into many lawn areas. 
Cassette tapes (two, 60 minutes long) 
are available of the concert for $6.00 ($3 
each). These can be ordered from Linda 
Osborne, Messiah College, Gran tham, Pa . 
17027. 
Summer School 
A wide selection of summer school 
courses is being offered this year. The first 
session, f rom May 24 to June 11, will in-
clude 15 different courses in many interest 
areas. Most of the classes will provide 
three credit hours. 
The second session is f rom June 14 to 
July 2, with an offering of nine courses. 
In addition to the regular summer 
school program, personalized instruction 
is offered in various fields. Such courses 
may be taken during the summer at any 
time mutually convenient to the student 
and teacher. 
Special programs are being offered at 
both the Grantham and Philadelphia cam-
puses. For more information on all the 
above, write to Dr. Wayne Cassel, Direc-
tor of Summer Sessions, Messiah Col-
lege, Gran tham, Pa . 17027, and a brochure 
will be sent to you. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The Carlisle congregation recently 
received 19 persons into membership. 
Project Philip was introduced to the con-
gregation on Sunday, April 4. The pastors 
are Rev. Walter Winger and Rev. Kenneth 
Hoke. 
The Gospel Tide Radio Trio presented 
special music for the evangelistic services 
held by the Fairview Avenue congregation 
on March 28-April 4. Pastor of the Cham-
bersburg Church, Rev. Graybill Bru-
baker, served as evangelist. An Easter 
Sunrise Service was held on Funks Hill 
preceding b reakfas t with Dr . J a m e s 
Teeter, chief surgeon of the Waynesboro 
Hospital, as guest speaker. The play, 
"Even unto Death" was presented by the 
Christ 's Crusaders in the evening service. 
Rev. Virgil N. Books is the pastor. 
The Five Forks congregation observed 
Easter beginning with a Sunrise Service on 
the church lawn, followed by breakfast 
served in the church basement. Com-
munion was served in the morning worship 
service and the play, "Easter the Begin-
ning" was presented in the evening service. 
Rev. Barton Starr is the interim pastor. 
The film, " T h e Gospel R o a d " was 
viewed by the Martinsburg congregation 
recently. The adults were challenged by the 
Quiz Team. The pastor is Rev. Robert 
Keller, Sr. 
Atlantic 
On Saturday, April 10, the men of the 
Conoy congregation put a new roof on the 
parsonage. The pastor is Rev. Jay Sisco. 
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Rev. Allon B. Dourte, pastor of the 
Cross Roads congregation was recently 
honored as "Pas to r of the M o n t h " in the 
local Youth for Christ publication. 
The youth of the Holden Park congre-
gation held a program on Sunday evening, 
March 28, in preparation for their "Big 
Step Forward" building program. The 
pastor is Rev. Larry Steffee. 
The Maytown congregation observed 
Messiah College Day with students of the 
college leading in the services throughout 
the day. Those participating were: Dennis 
Sherick, Rev. Calvin Hamblin, David 
Hess, Audrey Brownsberger, and Ernie 
Lichty. Rev. Earl E. Herr is the pastor at 
Maytown. 
The Pioneer Girls of the Souderton 
congregation presented a musical, "The 
Story Tellin' M a n " on Sunday evening, 
March 21. The Boys Brigade were in 
charge of the service the following Sunday 
evening. A time of fellowship was held 
after each service. The pastor is Rev. John 
Byers. 
Canadian 
The Houghton congregation had several 
evenings of music during the month of 
May. The "Antone Fami ly" presented a 
program on Thursday, May 6; the Hough-
ton Public School Choir was present for 
Sunday evening, May 16, and the "Gospel 
Messengers" sang both in the morning and 
evening services on Sunday, May 23. Rev. 
John R. Sider is the pastor. 
Many homes were contacted during a 
community blitz held by the Massey Place 
Community congregation on two Wednes-
day evenings, April 14 and 21. The pastor 
is Rev. Robert Thompson. 
The Ridgemount congregation hosted a 
music seminar on Saturday, April 10. 
Leaders for the seminar were: Everson 
Frey, Don McNiven, and Ruth Lehman. 
Bert and Marion Sider, on furlough 
from their work in Nicaragua, visited the 
Wainfleet congregation on Sunday, April 
11. They shared in both the morning and 
evening services. Rev. Roy J. Peterman is 
the pastor. 
Central 
The Fairview congregation held "Neigh-
bor Ni te" on Wednesday, March 24, with 
a fellowship meal preceding Bible study 
and the film, " T o y m a k e r . " 
On Sunday morning, April 25, the 
Neidig family of Plymouth, Ind., shared 
their music abilities with the Highland con-
gregation. In the evening service the 
Agape Players of Orlando, Florida, ap-
peared in d rama and sacred song. The 
pastor at Highland is Rev. Louis Cober . 
The young adult class of the Uniontown 
congregation have undertaken the project 
of decorating and furnishing a nursery in 
their church. Rev. Harold Rohrer is the 
pastor. 
Midwest 
The Bethany congregation held a 
baptismal service on Sunday, March 7, for 
four persons. Five persons were recently 
admitted into church membership. The 
pastor is Rev. Charles M. Rickel. 
The Zion congregation held a Family 
Life Retreat on May 8 and 9. Rev. Paul Z. 
Hess is the pastor. 
Pacific 
Mrs. Art Cooper, pastor 's wife at 
Labish Church, reports a good ladies Bible 
study and prayer group. 
Ted P a u l s o n , W o r l d M i s s i o n s to 
Children Director, was guest speaker to 
the Redwood Country congregation on 
Sunday, March 7, in both the morning and 
evening services. Rev. Sam Hollings-
worth is the pastor. 
Recent guests of the Sandia congrega-
tion, were Rev. and Mrs. Herb Wunker , 
Child Evangelism State Directors. The 
pastor is Rev. Clayton Severn. 
Births 
Boozer: Evonne Marie, born March 29, 
to Mr . and Mrs . Jay Boozer, Shenks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Clugston: Allison Michelle, born April 
6, to Mr. and Mrs. George Clugston, 
Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Fortney: Nicole Rene' , born April 6, to 
Jim and Donna Fortney, Five Forks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Gregg: Jenny Louise, born April 6, to 
William and Esther (Miller) Gregg, Santa 
Barbara, Calif. 
Hoffman: Brooke Yvette, born Feb. 21, 
to Warren and Connie Hoffman, Labish 
Community congregation, Oregon. 
Kibler: Joel Edward, born April 1, to 
Mr . and Mrs . Jay Kibler, Manor congre-
gation, Pa. 
Musser: Stephanie Lynn, bom March 
28, to Mr. and Mrs. Roy Musser, Jr. , 
Petersburg congregation, W. Va. 
Rutt: Megan Nicole, born March 24, to 
Galen and Joan (Byers) Rutt , Lancaster 
congregation, Pa. 
Woodring: Domonic Lee, born April 5, 
to Mr. ana Mrs. Ralph Woodring, Fair-
view Avenue congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Evans-Martinec: Christine, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs. Joseph Martinec, Spring 
Mills, Pa., and Harry, son of Mrs . Sylvia 
Evans, Millheim, Pa., and Harry Evans, 
Bellefonte, Pa., April 10, in the Green 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Daryl Miller and Rev. Bert E. 
Winger officiating. 
Lehman-Musser: Phyllis Jean, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Roy Musser, Peters-
burg, W. Va., and Paul Kenneth, son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Simon A. Lehman, Jr. , Me-
chanicsburg, Pa., April 10, in the Me-
chanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church 
with Bishop Henry A. Ginder and the 
bridegroom's father officiating. 
Rickabaugh-Wengert: Carol , daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wengert , Ship-
pensburg, Pa., and Kevin, son of M r . and 
Mrs. Clair Rickabaugh, Todd, Pa., April 
10, in the Air Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Roger Witter officiat-
ing. 
Stoltzfus-Mellinger: Janet E., daughter 
of Mr . and Mrs. Carl Mellinger, Millers-
ville, Pa., and Mervin Ray, son of M r . and 
Mrs. Edgar Stoltzfus, Ronks, Pa., April 3, 
in the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Eber Dourte officiating. 
Obituaries 
Detweiler: Henry S. Detweiler, Lititz, 
Pa., born May 29, 1954, in Sellersville, 
Pa., died Nov. 30, 1975, in the Lancaster 
General Hospital. He was the son of 
Roland F. and Eva Schueck Detweiler who 
survive. He is also survived by his wife, 
Wanda Brubaker; four brothers: N o r m a n , 
Stanley, Donald, and Floyd; and two 
sisters: Mrs. Arlene Seewald and Ethel. He 
was a member of the Silverdale Brethren 
in Christ Church. The funeral service was 
held in the Ruhl 's United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Terry R. Barriss and 
Rev. Harvey W. Ebright officiating. Inter-
ment was in Ruhl 's Cemetery. 
Ebersole: Harry Ebersole, Sr., M t . Joy, 
Pa., born Dec. 31, 1902, died Jan . 31, 
1976. He is survived by five sons; three 
daughters; and grandchildren. The funeral 
service was held in the Cross Roads Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Allon B. 
Dourte officiating. Interment was in the 
adjoining cemetery. 
Foote: Elmer Foote, Auburn, In., born 
May 11, 1901, died Jan . 28, 1976. He was 
the son of Oliver M. and Sarah (Mixer) 
Foote. On July 30, 1922, he was married to 
Helen Crammer who survives. He is also 
survived by two daughters; Mrs. John Byer 
and Mrs. Randall Preston; and two grand-
children. H e was a member of the Chris-
tian Union Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral service was held with 
Rev. Marlin K. Ressler officiating. Inter-
ment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Sentz: Paul E. Sentz, born in York Co., 
Pa., died April 8, 1976, in the Pleasant 
View Rest Home. He was the son of Jacob 
and Ellen Sechrist Sentz. He was married 
to Emma Schwartz Sentz who preceded 
him in death. He is survived by one daugh-
ter, Mrs. Doris Muir; three grandchildren; 
and six brothers and sisters. He was a 
member of the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service 
was held with Rev. Allon B. Dourte 
officiating. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Wagner: Mrs. Dollie Wagner , Garre t t , 
In., born Aug. 15, 1901, died April 2, 1976. 
She was the daughter of Edwin A. and 
Mary (Haynes) Sherman. On August 15, 
1938, she was married to David Wagner 
who survives. She is also survived by a son, 
James E.; a stepson; four grandchildren, 
three brothers; and a sister. The funeral 
service was held in the Christian Union 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Marlin B. Ressler officiating. Interment 
was in the adjoining cemetery. 
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ALTERNATIVE TO PRISON 
Is there a Christian Response? 
Jesus' initial message in Nazareth concerning his min-
istry contained reference to "liberty to the oppressed and 
release to the captives." His graphic sermon in the twenty-
fifth chapter of Matthew identifies himself with the 
prisoner. 
We may differ on the meaning of these words of Jesus but 
few of us can escape them or deny the failure of society and 
the church to deal effectively with the problem of crime and 
with the offender. It is to the credit of the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee (Canada) that they have sensed the need for 
a distinctive Christian response in a ministry to the 
offender. 
This may well be a new frontier for Christian ministry. 
We share a report on a Canadian M C C Seminar on the 
Christian response. 
There is no simple answer to the question of dealing with 
the offender in society, but it is clear that prisons as 
presently constituted do not produce positive results, and 
that therapeutic programs are successful to the extent that 
there is involvement in a person-to-person relationship. 
Those were the main trends in the ideas and views 
exchanged at a seminar on offender ministries held in the 
peaceful a tmosphere of C a m p Assiniboia near Winnipeg, 
April 23 and 24. 
Resource person Edgar Epp of Victoria, British Colum-
bia, who was recently appointed offender ministries con-
sultant to Mennoni te Centra l Commit tee , was outspoken 
in his view that using incarceration as a means of dealing 
with offenders is futile. 
"Pr i sons are called schools of crime, havens for the 
habitual offender, protective wombs (from the harsh 
reality of life in a complex society), etc. They are all of this 
and more . " 
He added that, while prisons offer protection from 
offenders during the period of incarceration, actually they 
do not provide for protection on any long-term basis; 
rather, they probably contribute to the rise in crime. 
M r . Epp, who has 17 years ' experience in corrections in 
various capacities, most recently as deputy minister of cor-
rections for British Columbia , presented a wide range of 
alternatives to incarceration in which people, specifically 
Christ ians (for whom the seminar was set up), could be-
come involved. 
He suggested that individuals could become involved as 
government employees, as employees in private agencies, 
and as volunteers. As a group, the church could operate 
facilities that are similar or an alternative to those under 
government aegis, demonst ra te innovative pilot projects, 
or apply acceptable means to bring about changes in the 
system where it is ineffective or deemed to be unjust. 
Warning that it is very difficult to maintain one's 
integrity and to act according to one's conscience and be-
liefs in government service, he nevertheless applauded the 
growing number of Christ ians entering the civil service in 
the corrections field. 
" I t is certainly conceivable that the growing experience 
and collective influence of our people in government 
service will have an impact despite the many obstacles 
present when persons a t tempt to live a Christ-centered life 
in a secular milieu," he said. 
He challenged individuals to become involved as volun-
teers with offenders through agencies, because in his view 
they improve the service and exert a positive influence on 
the system. 
Mr . Epp's paper raised discussion, which centered on 
ways to bring about change. There were varying views as 
to whether the Christian community 's role is to bring 
about change by providing an example of a healing, just , 
forgiving, caring community apar t from the system or 
whether Christians ought to put pressure on the govern-
ment directly to change the system. 
The conclusion reached by Morden social worker, Ben 
Thiessen, was that "p rograms don ' t change people; people 
change people, and eventually God will change people," a 
statement greeted with approbat ion. 
The culpability of each person in society became a 
major focus of discussion following delivery of a paper by 
David Janzen of Niagara , Ontar io , a chaplain at Niagara 
Detention Center. 
Mr . Janzen, drew the group's attention to the differing 
views of coercive force and power that have existed 
through the ages in an at tempt to arrive at a theology for 
involvement in corrections. 
Concluding that violence is counter-productive besides 
being against the principles taught by Jesus, he suggested 
removal of the evidence of coercive force. 
He urged that the church assist in corrections by "pro-
viding alternative healing communities that do not use 
coercive force but provide a healing discipline of love." 
Opposing imprisonment as a form of coercive power, 
Mr . Janzen said, " t he Christian may give his support to 
more humane treatment of offenders that may be in-
stituted by society." However, in so doing the Christian 
"will only affirm relative justice as temporary measures, 
always witnessing to the better way in which we can 
achieve reconciliation in Christ Jesus our Lord . " 
Mr . Janzen, quoting liberally f rom Scripture and books 
on crime, argued that society itself is an offender because 
the injustices, poverty, ignorance, poor health and ugly en-
vironments that exist in society breed crime. 
"When society itself is a major cause of criminal 
behavior, it is wrong to coerce the offender into expiating 
not only his own guilt but also that of society." 
In his response to the paper Tom Neufeld, former 
chaplain in Winnipeg, commented that blaming society for 
the behavior of people who have broken the law is a way of 
dehumanizing them. Rather than " tak ing a guilt t r ip ," he 
said, the Christian, who recognizes his guilt before God 
and his need for forgiveness, could "enter into the struggle 
with the offender and find a new way of having just ice." 
—An MCC (Canada) release 
